
ATTACHMENT 1 

RESOLUTION NO.  
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ARROYO GRANDE DENYING THE INSTALLATION OF ONE (1) 
NEW DOMESTIC SUPPLY WELL ON PROPERTY ZONED 
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT; LOCATED NORTHEAST OF THE 
INTERSECTION OF NOYES ROAD AND EQUESTRIAN WAY 
(APN: 007-781-055); APPLIED FOR BY MICHAEL HARRIS, AND 
FINDING THE ACTION EXEMPT FROM CEQA 
 

WHEREAS, Michael Harris has submitted an application (see Exhibit “A”) to drill and 
install one (1) new domestic supply well at a property on an unaddressed parcel on 
Noyes Road in Arroyo Grande (“Well Application”); and 
 
WHEREAS, the Well Application would be on unaddressed property on Noyes Road 
(APN: 007-781-055), northeast of the intersection of Noyes Road and Equestrian 
Way (“Subject Property”); and 
 
WHEREAS, Arroyo Grande Municipal Code (“AGMC”) Chapter 13.08 requires City 
Council to discretionarily review and approve or deny all new or replacement wells in 
the City; and 
 
WHEREAS, specifically, AGMC section 13.08.040 requires the City Council to 
consider, in its discretion, approval for new or replacement wells or abandonment of 
existing wells.  Approval to drill a well within the City boundaries may be granted if 
the City Council determines: 1) the well will neither deplete nor contaminate the City 
water supply; and 2) service from the City’s water system is neither practical nor 
feasible; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council held a noticed, continued public hearing on February 
27, 2024, to consider the Well Application; and 
 
WHEREAS, as described in additional detail below and as incorporated by the 
accompanying Staff Report, the City Council finds that service from the City’s water 
system is both practical and feasible to Subject Property. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the City Council of the City of Arroyo 
Grande hereby incorporates the recitals herein in full and denies the application to 
drill and install one (1) new domestic supply well at an unaddressed property on 
Noyes Road (APN: 007-781-055), requested in Exhibit "A", attached hereto and 
incorporated herein by this reference. 
 

1. The City Council finds that pursuant to Arroyo Grande Municipal Code Chapter 
13.08, the following required finding cannot be made to approve the Well 
Application: “service from the City’s water system is neither practical nor 
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feasible.”  The City Council finds that it is both feasible and practical to connect 
the City’s water supply to the Subject Property, as:  

a. The Subject Property is immediately adjacent to the City’s Reservoir 
No. 5, which is a 1.2 million gallon above-ground storage tank; and  

b. A residential water service connection can be made directly to the City 
owned water main from the tank and a connection placed to Mr. Harris’s 
property line with a standard water meter on the property; and 

c. The connection to City’s water supply would not require any easements 
or improvements to existing City infrastructure; and  

d. The connection at the Subject Property is within the City’s boundaries.  
 

2. CEQA. The City Council determines that if the application is denied, the item 
does not qualify as a “project” under CEQA, because CEQA does not apply to 
the disapproval or rejection of projects.  (Pub. Resources Code, § 21080, 
subd. (b)(5); State CEQA Guidelines, § 15270, subd. (a).). There will be no 
construction or development as a result of the denial of this application for a 
domestic water well, and therefore the denial has no potential to result in either 
a direct, or reasonably foreseeable indirect, physical change in the 
environment. (State CEQA Guidelines, §§ 15060, subd. (c)(2)-(3); 15378.) 
 
In the alternative, should City Council approve the installation of a domestic 
water well, this project is categorically exempt from CEQA under the Class 3 
exemption, which applies to the construction and location of limited numbers 
of new, small facilities or structures; installation of small new equipment and 
facilities in small structures; and the conversion of existing small structures 
from one use to another where only minor modifications are made in the 
exterior of the structure.  (State CEQA Guidelines, § 15303.). This project falls 
within the Class 3 exemption because approval of the project would result in 
the installation of one small well structure. Furthermore, none of the 
exceptions outlined in State CEQA Guidelines section 15300.2 apply here. 
The project is not located in a particularly sensitive environment because the 
project site is zoned for residential use. There will be no cumulative impact of 
successive projects of the same type in the same place, over time, because 
only one domestic well is necessary to serve any future proposed residential 
uses on the project site. There are no unusual circumstances such that the 
project will have a significant environmental impact. The project will not result 
in damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic 
buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially 
designated as a state scenic highway. The project is not located on a site 
included on any list compiled pursuant to Government Code section 65962.5. 
In addition, the project will not cause a substantial adverse change in the 
significance of a historical resource. Therefore, the project is categorically 
exempt from CEQA and no further environmental review is required.  
 
City Council directs staff to file a Notice of Exemption with the County Clerk 
and State Clearinghouse within five days of this Resolution.  
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On motion of Council Member  , seconded by Council Member      , 
and on the following roll call vote, to wit: 
 
AYES:  
NOES:  
ABSENT: 
 
The foregoing Resolution was passed and adopted this 27th day of February 2024. 
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_________________________________________ 
CAREN RAY RUSSOM, MAYOR 

   

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

________________________________________ 

JESSICA MATSON, CITY CLERK 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO CONTENT: 

 

 

________________________________________ 

MATTHEW DOWNING, CITY MANAGER 

 

 

APPROVED AS TO FORM: 

 

 

________________________________________ 

ISAAC ROSEN, CITY ATTORNEY 
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EXHIBIT A 
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