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ARROYO GRANDE CITY COUNCIL
GROVER BEACH CITY COUNCIL
PISMO BEACH CITY COUNCIL
Joint City Council Meeting Agenda

WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 14, 2022, 6:00 PM
IN PERSON AT:

SOUTH COUNTY REGIONAL CENTER
800 WEST BRANCH STREET
ARROYO GRANDE, CALIFORNIA

AND VIA ZOOM AT:

Please click the link below to join the Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88506522714
Webinar ID: 885 0652 2714
Or by Telephone: 1-408-638-0968; 1-669-444-9171

In compliance with Assembly Bill (AB) 361, which allows for a deviation of teleconference rules required by
the Ralph M. Brown Act, this City Council meeting is being conducted in a hybrid in-person/virtual format.
Members of the public may participate and provide public comment on agenda items during the meeting in
person at the location identified above, by joining the Zoom meeting, or by submitting written public
comments to the Grover Beach City Clerk at gbadmin@groverbeach.org. The meeting will be streamed on
www.slo-span.org. In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to
participate in a City meeting, please contact the Grover Beach City Clerk's Office (805-473-4567) at least
48 hours prior to the meeting to ensure that reasonable arrangements can be made to provide accessibility
to the meeting.

1. CALL TO ORDER Mayor Jeff Lee, Grover Beach

2. MOMENT OF SILENCE

3. FLAG SALUTE

4. ROLL CALL BY CITY City Clerks
Arroyo Grande: Council Members Keith Storton, Jimmy Paulding, Kristen Barneich, Mayor
Pro Tem Lan George, and Mayor Caren Ray Russom


mailto:gbadmin@groverbeach.org
http://www.slo-span.org/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88506522714
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Grover Beach: Council Members Anna Miller, Robert Robert, Daniel Rushing, Mayor Pro

Tem Karen Bright, and Mayor Jeff Lee

Pismo Beach: Council Members Sheila Blake, Marcia Guthrie, Scott Newton, Mayor Pro
Tem Mary Ann Reiss, and Mayor Ed Waage

5. WELCOME AND MEETING ORIENTATION Mayor Jeff Lee, Grover Beach

6. PROJECT OVERVIEW

Justin Pickard, Water Systems Consulting

7. WATER SUPPLY DRIVERS & PROJECT BENEFITS Jeff Szytel, Water Systems Consulting

COUNCIL QUESTIONS

8. COSTS AND FUNDING

COUNCIL QUESTIONS

9. PROJECT GOVERNANCE

10. PROJECT SCHEDULE

COUNCIL QUESTIONS

11. PUBLIC COMMENT

12. CLOSING COUNCIL COMMENTS

13. PRESENTATION OF TITLE XVI GRANT

14. PROJECT COMMITMENT SIGNING

15. ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Caren Ray Russom, Arroyo Grande

Justin Pickard, Water Systems Consulting

Mayor Ed Waage, Pismo Beach

City Manager Whitney McDonald, Arroyo Grande

Justin Pickard, Water Systems Consulting

Mayor Jeff Lee, Grover Beach

Mayor Jeff Lee, Grover Beach

Mayor Jeff Lee, Grover Beach

Ernest Conant, U.S. Bureau of Reclamation

City Councils
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CITY COUNCIL STAFF REPORT

TO: Honorable Mayors and City Councils DATE: September 14, 2022
FROM: Whitney McDonald, Arroyo Grande City Manager

Matthew Bronson, Grover Beach City Manager

James R. Lewis, Pismo Beach City Manager
SUBJECT: Central Coast Blue Joint Meeting of the City Councils
RECOMMENDATION

Receive information regarding the Central Coast Blue Regional Recycled Water Project and
provide questions and comments to the Project team.

BACKGROUND

A joint meeting is being held this evening at the South County Regional Center to showcase the
collaboration and partnership between the Cities of Arroyo Grande, Grover Beach and Pismo
Beach as it relates to the Central Coast Blue Recycled Water Project. A meeting of the three City
Councils is a unique and historic event and provides an opportunity for all agencies to
simultaneously receive a comprehensive update on the project while also being able to ask
guestions and share comments. This is the first joint meeting of the three City Councils in at least
a decade. The following major topics will be covered this evening:

1.

2.

Project Overview - This component will review the recycled water project and how the
technology works. It will review the technical components of the project, the location of the
project, and what the advanced treatment facility will look like.

Water Supply Drivers and Project Benefits - This component will discuss current water
sources for each of the cities and the current state of those sources. There will also be a
discussion of how this recycled water project protects the Santa Maria Groundwater Basin
from seawater intrusion.

Costs and Funding - Phase | of the project is currently expected to cost $93 million for
the treatment facility along with related wells and pipelines. This amount includes total
project costs including capital costs, soft costs, and a contingency. Funding is expected
to come from state and federal grants with the balance being financed through government
subsidized loans secured by the member agencies.

Project Governance - A Joint Powers Authority (JPA) is being formed to own and manage
the facility. Each member agency will have one equal vote on the board. Staff will provide
an overview of key components of the JPA agreement under development this evening.
It is expected that the three Councils will be asked to approve the agreement to form the
JPA by November 2022.
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5. Project Schedule - An overview of the project schedule will be provided. It is expected
that design and permitting will be completed in 2023 with construction beginning late that
year. The facility is estimated to be completed and operational in 2025.

The Project team consultant Water Systems Consulting will be the primary presenter at the
meeting with staff from the three cities available to provide comments as needed. There will be
multiple opportunities for Council questions on the topics presented and time for Council
comments as well as public comments. It is anticipated that at the end of the meeting, Council
Members will have the opportunity to celebrate this historic collaboration by collectively signing a
statement of commitment to a sustainable water future. The Regional Director of the U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation will also attend the meeting to make a formal presentation of the $14.1 million
Title XVI funding award awarded to the project.

FISCAL IMPACT

There is no fiscal impact of the joint meeting as the meeting only provides an update and
opportunity to ask questions.

PUBLIC NOTIFICATION

The agenda was posted in accordance with the Brown Act.



